
 
 
AI Chat Log: Rupert Smith, Year 6 
 
November 6 at 1:14 PM 
Salve! Greetings, young student! 
My name is Marcus, and I lived in ancient Rome many centuries ago. I was a citizen who witnessed the 
great empire at its peak - the mighty legions, the grand Colosseum, and the bustling Roman Forum where 
people from all corners of the empire came to trade and talk. 
I lived through exciting times when Rome ruled much of the known world, from Britain in the north to Egypt 
in the south. I saw gladiators fight, watched chariot races, and walked the same streets as emperors and 
senators. 
Life in Rome was quite different from your world today - we had no electricity, no cars, and no computers! 
But we had amazing engineering like aqueducts that brought fresh water to our city, and roads so well-
built that people still say "all roads lead to Rome." 
What would you like to know about my life in ancient Rome? Are you curious about what we ate, how we 
lived, or perhaps what it was like to see the gladiators in the arena? 
 

November 6 at 1:14 PM 
Hello :) How are you? 

 
November 6 at 1:14 PM 
Salve again, my young friend! I am doing well, thank you for asking. The sun is shining over the seven hills 
of Rome today, and I can hear the sounds of the bustling city - merchants calling out their wares, the clip-
clop of horses pulling carts over our stone roads, and children playing in the streets. 
I've just returned from the Forum Romanum, the heart of our great city, where I was listening to senators 
debate and watching people from all across the empire - Gauls with their long hair, Egyptians with their 
fine linens, and Germanic tribes with their fierce looks! 
You know, in Rome we believe that greeting someone properly shows respect. When we Romans meet, 
we don't just say "hello" like you do - we say "Salve" which means "be well" or "be in good health." 
I'm curious about you, young student - what brings you to speak with someone from ancient Rome today? 
Are you wondering what it was like to live in the greatest empire the world had ever seen? Perhaps you'd 
like to know about our amazing buildings, our food, or maybe our exciting festivals? 
What part of Roman life interests you most? 

 
November 6 at 1:15 PM 

Speak smaller sentences to help me understand better 
 

November 6 at 1:15 PM 
Salve! You are right, my friend. 
I am doing well today. The sun is bright in Rome. I can hear many sounds in the city. 
There are merchants selling things. Horses pull carts on stone roads. Children play in the streets. 
I just came back from the Forum. That's like the town center. Many people meet there to talk and trade. 
In Rome, we say "Salve" instead of "hello." It means "be healthy." 
What do you want to know about Rome? Do you like gladiators? Or maybe our big buildings? 

My five facts about rome: 

1. They didn’t play football 

2. They had favourite teams like blue team and red team 

3. They painted their faces when they went to matches 

4. They played a game called harpastum which was like football but 

they used their hands too 

5. They playd games like knucklebones and wooden hoops 

 



What sounds most fun to you? 
 

November 6 at 1:15 PM 
Tell me about gladiators 

 
November 6 at 1:15 PM 
Gladiators were fighters in Rome! They were very exciting to watch. 
They fought in a huge building called the Colosseum. It could hold 50,000 people! That's like your whole 
town watching one show. 
Most gladiators were slaves or prisoners. But some chose to be gladiators for money and fame. 
They used different weapons. Some had swords and shields. Others had nets and spears. Some even 
fought wild animals like lions! 
The crowd would cheer loudly. They would wave white cloths if they liked a gladiator. If a gladiator was 
losing, the crowd could save his life by giving a thumbs up. 
The emperor sat in the best seat. He made the final choice about who lived or died. 
I saw many gladiator fights. The bravest ones became famous across the empire. People knew their 
names like you know your favorite sports players. 
But it was also very dangerous. Many gladiators died in the arena. 
What do you think about gladiators? Would you have been brave enough to watch them fight? Or does it 
sound too scary? 

 
November 6 at 1:16 PM 

I think it's too scary. But maybe if I had good weapons it would be fun. Do you have a sword? 
 
November 6 at 1:16 PM 
Ah, you are wise to think it was scary! Even we Romans found it frightening sometimes. 
I do not carry a sword, young friend. I am just a regular citizen, not a soldier or gladiator. 
In Rome, only certain people had swords. Roman soldiers called legionaries had them. Gladiators used 
them in the arena. And some wealthy citizens kept them at home. 
But most of us regular Romans did not walk around with swords. The streets would be too dangerous! 
However, I have seen many beautiful swords. Roman smiths made excellent weapons. They were sharp 
and strong. The gladius was our most famous sword - short but very deadly. 
You know, even gladiators with the best weapons were still scared sometimes. Fighting was always risky. 
That's what made them so brave. 
Instead of fighting, we Romans had many other fun things to do. We had chariot races at the Circus 
Maximus. We went to the public baths to relax. We had big feasts with friends. 
What sounds more fun to you - watching fast chariots race around a track, or relaxing in warm baths while 
talking with friends? 

 
November 6 at 1:16 PM 

Watching chariots. How fast do they go? 
 
November 6 at 1:16 PM 
The chariots were very fast! Much faster than a person could run. 
They had two or four horses pulling each chariot. The horses were strong and trained for racing. 
I think they went as fast as your bicycles when you ride downhill. Maybe even faster! The ground would 
shake when they raced by. 
The Circus Maximus was huge. It was longer than three football fields! The chariots raced around seven 
times in each race. 
The drivers were called charioteers. They stood up in small carts behind the horses. They held leather 
straps called reins to control the horses. 
It was very dangerous. Sometimes chariots crashed into each other. The drivers could get hurt badly. We 
called these crashes "shipwrecks." 
But oh, it was exciting! 250,000 people could watch at once. Everyone cheered for their favorite team. We 
had four teams - Red, Blue, Green, and White. 
I always cheered for the Blue team. People got so excited they sometimes fought in the stands! 
The winning charioteer became very famous. Some became as rich as senators. 



Which team color would you choose? And do you think you would be brave enough to drive a chariot with 
four wild horses? 
 

November 6 at 1:17 PM 
I like Manchester United. They wear blue too!  

 
November 6 at 1:17 PM 
Ah, I do not know this "Manchester United," young friend. But I like that they wear blue like my favorite 
chariot team! 
In Rome, we loved our Blue team very much. People would paint their faces blue on race days. They wore 
blue tunics to show their support. 
The Blue charioteers were very skilled. They knew how to make sharp turns without crashing. They could 
control four horses at once! 
Just like you cheer for your team, we Romans cheered loudly for ours. We would shout "Blue! Blue!" when 
our chariot came around the track. 
Sometimes people got so excited about their teams that they argued with neighbors. A Blue fan might not 
talk to a Red fan for days after a big race! 
We had special songs we sang for our teams too. And we bought little clay models of our favorite horses 
and charioteers. 
Does your Manchester United team race? Or do they play a different game? 
What do you do to cheer for them? Do you wear their colors like we wore blue in Rome? 
 

November 6 at 1:17 PM 
We wear their football kit and sometimes me and dad paint our faces before a match 

 
November 6 at 1:17 PM 
Ah! That sounds exactly like us Romans! 
We painted our faces blue before chariot races. Just like you and your father paint your faces! 
And we wore our team colors - blue tunics and cloaks. That's like your football kit! 
Fathers and sons in Rome went to races together too. It was a special time. We would eat snacks and 
cheer loudly together. 
Before big races, the whole city got excited. People talked about it for days. Children would pretend to be 
charioteers in the streets. 
We also had lucky charms. Some people wore blue ribbons. Others carried small horse figures for good 
luck. 
It sounds like people haven't changed much! You still paint faces and wear team colors just like we did 
2000 years ago. 
In Rome, when our Blue team won, we celebrated in the streets. We sang songs and danced. Sometimes 
the whole neighborhood had a party. 
What do you and your father do when your team wins? Do you celebrate like we did in ancient Rome? 
And tell me - what is this "football" game your team plays? Is it like our chariot racing? 
 

November 6 at 1:18 PM 
You know football, you have a ball and you have to kick it into your goal, and the other team try to 

kick it into their goal 
 
November 6 at 1:18 PM 
Ah, now I understand! You kick a ball into a goal! 
We Romans had some games with balls too. But not quite like yours. 
We played a game called "harpastum." It used a small hard ball. Players tried to get the ball past the other 
team. But we could use our hands too, not just our feet! 
We also played with a big soft ball filled with air. We would throw it back and forth for fun. 
But your football sounds more exciting! Using only your feet must be very hard. Roman soldiers were good 
at running and jumping, but kicking a ball into a goal sounds tricky. 
In our chariot races, we tried to cross a finish line first. In your football, you try to get the ball into the goal 
most times. Both games have winners and losers! 
We cheered just as loudly as you do. And we got just as upset when our team lost. 



Do you play this football yourself? Or do you just watch like I watched the chariots? 
And how big is this ball you kick? Is it bigger than your head? 
 

November 6 at 1:18 PM 
It's maybe like the size of your head or a bit bigger 

 
November 6 at 1:18 PM 
Ah, that is quite big! Much bigger than our Roman balls. 
Our harpastum ball was small - about the size of my fist. Our soft air ball was bigger but still smaller than a 
head. 
A ball the size of a head sounds hard to kick! Your legs must be very strong. Roman children played with 
small leather balls stuffed with cloth or feathers. 
I am curious - do you kick this big ball with the top of your foot? Or the side? It must hurt sometimes! 
We Romans were good at running and wrestling. But kicking such a big ball with just our feet sounds very 
difficult. 
When I was young, we played with wooden hoops. We rolled them with sticks and chased them down the 
street. That was our favorite game. 
We also played knucklebones - like dice but made from real animal bones. And we had toy chariots we 
pulled with string. 
But your football sounds much more exciting than our games! 
Do you have a favorite player on your Manchester United team? We had favorite charioteers we cheered 
for. Some became so famous that people made statues of them! 
 

November 6 at 1:19 PM 
Who did you cheer for? 

 
November 6 at 1:19 PM 
My favorite charioteer was named Gaius Appuleius Diocles! He drove for the Blue team. 
He was amazing! Diocles won more races than any other charioteer in Rome. He won 1,462 races in his 
career! 
People called him the greatest driver who ever lived. He could control four horses like they were one 
animal. When he turned the corners, his chariot leaned but never tipped over. 
Diocles became very rich from winning. Richer than most senators! He had a big house and many slaves. 
I remember one race when he was losing badly. His horses were tired and two other chariots were ahead. 
But in the last lap, he moved to the inside and passed them both! The crowd went wild! 
When Diocles retired, all of Rome was sad. No one could replace him. 
We also cheered for a driver named Marcus Aurelius Mollicius. He was younger but very brave. He would 
take dangerous risks that other drivers wouldn't try. 
I still remember their names after all these years! Just like you remember your favorite football players. 
Who is your favorite player on Manchester United? What makes him special like Diocles was special to 
us? 
 


